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floods for vessels drawing not more than five feet. On the Benue
ships drawing ten feet can go as far as Yola during the flood season,
but for the remainder of the year the river is practically unnavigable.
Both rivers require a considerable amount of supervision to keep
their lower courses clear, as they are liable to be choked by vegetation.
The principal railway is that which runs from Lagos, by way of
Abeokuta, Jebba, Minna (where it meets a line running from
Baro, a river port on the Niger some distance above its confluence
with the Benue), Zaria and Kano (a great native trading centre in
the north of the country) to Ngnru. Port Harcottrt, on Bonny River,
is the starting-point of another main line from the coast to the Udi
coalfield, beyond which it runs by Makurdi on the Benue, to Kadtma
on the railway from Minna to Zaria, From Kafanchan on this
line, and from Zaria, other lines run to the tin-fields of the Bauchi
plateau.
The principal exports have already been indicated; palm-oil and
palm-kernels constitute about 35 per cent of the total and ground-
nuts, cocoa, and tin 36 per cent. The imports consist very largely
of cotton goods, iron and steel goods, machinery, mineral oil, and
miscellaneous articles.
FRENCH WEST AFRICA 1
The French possessions in West Africa include Mauritania, Sene-
gal, French Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Dahomey, French Sudan,
and Niger. Mauritania consists in the main of desert and infertile
steppes; of much more importance are the other regions mentioned,
which belong mainly to the forests and the savanna lands of West
Africa.
SENEGAL
Senegal, which has an area of 77,700 square miles, lies between
the Senegal and French and Portuguese Guinea. The country,
which is generally flat and sandy, lies on the northern margin of the
belt of summer rainfall, and, except in the south, the total precipita-
tion is less than 20 inches. For the greater part of the year,
most of the land between the Senegal and Gambia has the
appearance of a desert, and cultivation is only possible during the
1 Exposition Colonials Internationale de 1931.    Publications du Gouveme*
ment General de I'Afrique Occidentals Franpaise, 10 volumes.